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North American literatures : American Gothic

Exploration of the major elements of North American Gothic tradition through a selection of 19th-
20th- and 21st-century short stories.

- Critically read and analyze literary texts
- Establish a clear thesis and back it up with concrete examples
- Explore ideas in a formal way in writing

Suggested Reading :
Lloyd-Smith, A. American Gothic Fiction, An Introduction 810.937
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National Parks in the United States, 1872-1964

Yellowstone was established as a National Park by an Act of Congress in 1872 "as a public
park or pleasuring-ground for the benefit and enjoyment of the people". This class aims at
exploring the reasoning, surveys, and legislation behind the creation of National Parks in the
US, which also encompass national monuments and military sites, in their different objectives
(enjoyment, preservation, teaching...). We will also study the legislative process involved in the
process (Antiquity Act of 1906, creation of the National Park Service in 1916, executive orders,
Wilderness Act of 1964 etc.).

A selection of articles from Jstor and other online resources will be made available on Moodle, and
you will be encouraged to do your own research. The class and the evaluation will be based on
primary source analysis.

Continued use of Eric Foner's Give Me iberty !
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